
is limited to those registered to 

participate in the event. 

Dave, K4UZM, for the Educa-

tional Committee, next dis-

cussed his plans to have exams 

once a month on the third 

Thursday of the month, and his 

hopes of creating a panel of 

volunteer members willing to 

elmer new hams. He hopes to 

be able to provide training 

classes for prospective hams 

on both theory and practical, 

hands-on amateur projects, like 

basic dipole antenna construc-

tion, soldering, etc. Those will-

ing to become elmers for spe-

cific aspects of amateur radio, 

like antennas, power supplies, 

etc. contact Dave. 

Next was the 50-50 drawing. 

Viron, N4VEP won the price.  

A motion to adjourn occurred at 

8:11 PM and was moved and 

approved. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Steve N4UTQ 

President Dave KU0R was out 

of town, so Vice-President Viron 

N4VEP ran the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order 

at7:30 PM 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, 

Viron started the meeting. 

The June meeting minutes were 

published in the June newslet-

ter. A motion was heard to ap-

prove the June meeting min-

utes. A second was heard and 

the June meeting minutes were 

approved by acclamation. 

The Treasurer's Report showed 

$1475.02 in checking and 

$1778.15 in the Equipment 

Fund. A motion to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report was heard, a 

second was heard and the 

Treasurer’s Report was ap-

proved by acclamation. 

For the Technical Committee, 

Viron reported that the 146.88 

repeater antenna was replaced 

with a new one because the old 

antenna suffered damage from 

water intrusion due to inade-

quate sealing from a manufac-

turing defect. The new antenna 

cost $900 dollars, but the good 

news is that the manufacturer 

of the old antenna provided an 

update kit for the damaged 

antenna at no cost. We refur-

bished the old antenna and it 

passed all tests. Now we have 

an excellent back up antenna 

for both 2m club repeaters. 

Next, Viron discussed the pro-

gress made in the club station 

refurbishing, where wall open-

ings were provided for access 

for generators, to provided 

power during emergencies. 

Also, the committee has a re-

quest for donation of an all-

band vertical antenna to re-

place the dipoles we lost due to 

the EOC construction behind 

the Red Cross facility.  

Saturday, August 3, is Coast 

Guard Day and the club will 

operate a special event station 

at the Coast Guard Station at 

Port Canaveral. The BEARS-1 

vehicle will provide support for 

the activity. All interested in 

participating contact Viron. 

Access to the Coast Guard base 

C L U B  M I N U T E S  

H A P P E N I N G S  

This year marks the 150th anniver-

sary of the birth of ARRL’s first 

president and cofounder Hiram 

Percy Maxim (HPM), W1AW, born 

on September 2, 1869. ARRL will 

hold an operating event this sum-

mer to celebrate HPM’s legacy 

from 0000 UTC on August 31 and 

continue until 2359 UTC on Sep-

tember 8. It is open to all radio 

amateurs. More details here. 

 

“Selecting Coaxial Cable” is 

the topic of the July 4 episode of 

the ARRL The Doctor is 

In podcast, “Antenna Polariza-

tion” is the topic of the July 18 

episode and “Noise Blankers and 

Noise Reduction” is the topic of 

the new August 1 episode. 

Language in the Federal Aviation 

Administration 

(FAA) Reauthorization Act of 

2018 will exclude all but a small 

number of Amateur Radio tow-

ers from marking requirements.  

The bill’s original language was 

amended to the extent that 

amateur towers, as well as resi-

dential towers used for over-the-

air TV reception, were effectively 

exempted from marking require-

ments.   While a few Amateur 

Radio towers will fall under the 

Act’s marking requirements and 
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will have to be registered, tow-

ers in residential yards or 

within farmland are specifically 

exempted. More details here. 

The WSJT Development 

Group has announced the 

“general availability” release 

of WSJT-X version 2.1.0. This 

major upgrade formally intro-

duces FT4 as a finished proto-

col for HF contesting. More 

information here. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-announces-happy-150-hiram-percy-maxim-birthday-celebration
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
http://www.arrl.org/doctor
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr302/BILLS-115hr302enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr302/BILLS-115hr302enr.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/faa-tower-regulation-issues
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/
http://www.arrl.org/news/major-wsjt-x-upgrade-boosts-ft4-into-a-finished-protocol-for-hf-contesting


being used on RF test equip-

ment, transmitters, receivers 

and almost any RF equipment. 

The BNC connector has a bayo-

net fixing to prevent accidental 

disconnection while being easy 

to disconnect when necessary. 

Electrically the BNC coax cable 

connector is designed to pre-

sent a constant impedance and 

it is most common in its 50 

ohm version, although 75 ohm 

ones can be obtained. It is rec-

ommended for operation at 

frequencies up to 4 GHz and it 

There is a large host of different 

types of RF or coaxial cable con-

nector. Some are in widespread 

use whereas others are less widely 

used. Some of those in widespread 

use and likely to be encountered in 

the standard electronics laboratory 

or by the hobbyist are: 

BNC   The BNC coax connector is 

widely used in professional circles 

being used on most oscilloscopes 

and many other laboratory instru-

ments. The BNC connector is also 

widely used as an RF connector, 

can be used up to 10 GHz pro-

vided the special top quality 

versions specified to that fre-

quency are used. 

 

H A P P E N I N G S  

RF Connectors    by  Armando Delgado, KN4JN 

O N  T H E  A I R  

US Coast Guard 229th Birthday  

Aug 4-Aug 5, 1400Z-0400Z, 

K1CG, Port Angeles, WA. USCG 

CW Operators Association. 

21.052 14.052 7.052 3.552. 

QSL. QSL to , operator, contacted. 

fgoodwin@olypen.com or 

www.qrz.com/db/k1cg 

D-Day Conneaut 

Aug 15-Aug 18, 1600Z-0400Z, 

W8D, Conneaut, OH. Conneaut 

Amateur Radio Club. 14.285 

7.190 3.996 3.885. QSL. Garret 

Scott W8D, 10236 Birch Hill Ln., 

Knoxville, TN 37932. D-Day Con-

neaut recognizes the 75th anni-

versary of the World War II Allied 

D-Day Landings on the beaches 

of France in 1944. Event will in-

clude the country's largest reen-

actment of the D-Day landings 

with more than 1,800 WWII reen-

actors from around the world 

participating. Radio operations 

will include vintage WWII equip-

ment.https://

www.facebook.com/W8BHZ 

 

Burnt Coat Harbor Lighthouse 

International Lighthouse/

Lightship Weekend  Aug 17-Aug 

18, 0001Z-2359Z, W2DAR, 

Swans Island, ME. W2DAR. 40 

meters, SSB, near 7.240 MHz, 

power level 100 W. QSL. Ronald 

PANAMA. HP1AVS. 21.074 

14.074 10.136 7.074. QSL. 

Victor Sierra, P.O.Box 0830-

00338, Panama City 0830, 

PANAMA. The special call sign 

H31A is being used to com-

memorate 500 years of the 

foundation of Panama City, 

Panama. The station will be 

available until August 15th 

2019. We will be operating on 

80 m to 10 m specially in 

digital modes (RTTY, PSK31 

and FT8) and some SSB. QSL 

manager is HP1AVS. More 

information on QRZ. https://

www.qrz.com/db/h31a 
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TNC connector:   The TNC connec-

tor is a threaded version of the 

BNC. It was developed to provide 

low noise reliable connections 

especially in environments where 

there may be vibration. 

N-type   The N-type connector is a 

high performance RF coax cable 

connector used in many RF appli-

cations. The N-type RF connector 

is larger than the BNC connector 

and it has a threaded coupling 

interface to ensure that it mates 

correctly. It is available in either 

TechRepublic reports that the 

Raspberry Pi Foundation has 

confirmed that the recently re-

leased Raspberry Pi 4 will not 

work when powered us-

ing certain USB-C cables.  

FT4 contests announced 

The RSGB Contest Committee 

have announced a series of 

contests using the new digital 

mode FT4  There will be a series 

of three short duration events on 

80m (dial frequency 3575 kHz 

USB) to allow entrants to experi-

ence this new mode. As this 

series is experimental, there are 

likely to be changes as we de-

velop experience with this mode, 

so please check the rules prior to 

each event. The objective is to 

score as many points as possible 

based on the the distance between 

stations (subject to a maximum 

score per QSO).   

The contests will take place on:  

(1) Monday September 2, 2019, 

19:00 - 19:59 UTC 

(2) Monday October 7, 2019, 

19:00 - 19:59 UTC  

(3) Monday November 4, 2019, 

20:00 - 20:59 UTC   

 

Full details at  https://

www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2019/

r80m_ft4.shtml 

 

Here is an interesting video 

about a “new” Chinese radio. 

https://forums.qrz.com/

index.php?threads/looking-at-a-

chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-

open-source-sdr-

project.666986/ 

 

ARRL Membership Benefits 

 

 QST Digital Edition 

View monthly, online digital edi-

tions of QST at no additional cost 

(web and app versions). 

 FREE E·Newsletters 

ARRL weekly Letter, ARRL ARES 

e-Letter, Division and Section 

news, special offers, and more. 

 QST Archive and Periodicals Index 

Browse ARRt.:s extensive online 

QST archive, and a searchable 

index for QEXand NCJ. 

 Product Review Archive 

Download and view QST Product 

Reviews from past to the present. 

 E·Mail Forwarding Service 

YourCaIlSign@arrl.net E-mail sent 

to your arrl.net address will be 

forwarded to any email account 

Jocher, W2DAR, 24 Park Terrace, 

East Hanover, NJ 07936. 

#US0232 ILLW, Burnt Coat Harbor 

Lighthouse, 433 Harbor Rd. 

The CY9C DXpedition team will 

arrive in Dingwall, Nova Scotia, in 

preparation for the DXpedtion to 

St. Paul Island. The dates for the 

DXpedition are July 31st-August 

8th. Updates will be provided to 

the bulletins by Murray/WA4DAN 

or Randy/N0TG as well as at 

www.cy9c.com. 

 

http://www.qrz.com/db/k1cg
https://www.facebook.com/W8BHZ
https://www.facebook.com/W8BHZ
https://www.qrz.com/db/h31a
https://www.qrz.com/db/h31a
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/your-new-raspberry-pi-4-wont-power-on-usb-c-cable-problem-now-officially-confirmed/
https://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2019/r80m_ft4.shtml
https://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2019/r80m_ft4.shtml
https://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2019/r80m_ft4.shtml
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/looking-at-a-chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-open-source-sdr-project.666986/
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/looking-at-a-chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-open-source-sdr-project.666986/
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/looking-at-a-chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-open-source-sdr-project.666986/
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/looking-at-a-chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-open-source-sdr-project.666986/
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/looking-at-a-chinese-clone-of-a-fantastic-open-source-sdr-project.666986/


50 ohm or 75 ohm versions. These 

two versions have subtle mechani-

cal differences that do not allow 

the two types to mate. The connec-

tor is able to withstand relatively 

high powers when compared to the 

BNC connector. The standard ver-

sions are specified for operation 

up to 11 GHz, although precision 

versions are available for operation 

to 18GHz.  

 

SMA connector:   The SMA connec-

tor is a sub-miniature RF connector 

suitable for frequencies up to 12 

GHz and more. The connectors are 

small and provide a reliable RF 

connection in view of the threaded 

attachment method. Although the 

specification depends upon the 

manufacturer and the actual part, 

these connectors are being used in 

many areas associated with RF 

and microwave circuitry.  

 

SMB connector:   The SMB connec-

tor is a smaller snap fit connector 

that can be used where a fast and 

easy form of connection is re-

quired. The connector is available 

in 50Ω and 75Ω versions and has 

a top frequency of around 4 GHz. 

Precision, PC series of connec-

tors:   The precision series RF con-

nectors are often designated by PC 

followed by the inner diameter of 

the outer conductor. They are nor-

mally used for very high very high 

frequency operation, with the top 

end being able to carry signals at 

110 GHz. In view of their perform-

ance and the cost of manufacture, 

these RF connectors are not 

cheap. 

UHF connector (SO239 / 

PL259):   The UHF connector is 

also sometimes known as the 

Amphenol coaxial connector. 

The plug may be referred to as 

a PL259 coaxial connector, and 

the socket as an SO239 con-

nector as these were their origi-

nal military part numbers. 

These coax cable connectors 

have a threaded coupling, and 

this prevents them from being 

removed accidentally. It also 

enables them to be tightened 

sufficiently to enable a good 

low resistance connection to be 

made between the two halves. 

he drawback of the UHF or 

Amphenol connector is that it 

has a non-constant impedance. 

This limits their use to frequen-

cies of up to 300 MHz, but 

despite this these UHF connec-

tors provide a low cost connec-

tor suitable for many applica-

tions, provided that the fre-

quencies do not rise too much. 

Also very low cost versions are 

available for applications such 

as CB operation, and these are 

not suitable for operation much 

above 30 MHz. In view of their 

non-constant impedance, these 

connectors are now rarely used 

for many professional applica-

tions, being generally limited to 

CB, amateur radio and some 

video and public address sys-

tems.  

 

F-type connector:   The F-type 

connector is a low cost coax 

cable connector suitable for 

use up to 2 GHz and developed 

for domestic TV applications. 

The RF connector uses the 

coax centre conductor as the 

main pin, and maintains a con-

stant impedance across the 

connector, providing a combi-

nation of low cost and good 

performance.  

 

MCX connector:   The MCX 

connector is one of a number 

of micro-miniature RF connec-

tors have been developed by a 

variety of manufacturers. The 

MCX connector name comes 

from the words MicroCoaX and 

it was developed in the 1980s 

by Huber and Suhner of which 

MCX is a trade name. The MCX 

connector has many similari-

ties with the construction of the 

SMB connector. 

 

The MCX connector is normally 

specified for operation up to 6 

GHz, and it finds applications in 

a variety of arenas including 

equipment for cellular telecom-

munications, data telemetry, 

Global Positioning (GPS) and 

other applications where size 

and weight are important and 

frequencies are generally be-

low 6 GHz. 

  

MMCX connector:   Another 

connector which is being widely 

used is the MMCX connector. 

Being some 45% smaller than 

an SMB connector, the MMCX 

is ideal where a low profile 

outline is a key element. It is 

therefore ideal for applications 

where board height is limited, 

including applications where 

boards may be stacked. As 

such it is being widely used in 

many cellular telecommunica-

tions applications. The connec-

tor provides a snap fitting and 

also utilizes a slot-less design 

to minimize leakage. 
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A more extensive coverage of con-

nectors is found at 

https://www.electronics-

notes.com/articles/

electronic_components/rf-

connectors/coax-cable-

connectors.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Send comments about the News-

letter or to contribute information 

or articles  to the Editor’s email 

address: 

olardelga@aol.com. 

W1AW  CODE PRACTICE 

7 PM EST Slow CW :  5-15 

WPM            Mon, Wed, Fri  

7 PM EST   Fast CW: 35-10 

WPM          Tue, Thu 

FREQUENCIES:  1.8025, 

3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475, 

18.0975, 21.0675,  

28.0675, 50.350, 147.555  

https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/electronic_components/rf-connectors/coax-cable-connectors.php
https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/electronic_components/rf-connectors/coax-cable-connectors.php
https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/electronic_components/rf-connectors/coax-cable-connectors.php
https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/electronic_components/rf-connectors/coax-cable-connectors.php
https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/electronic_components/rf-connectors/coax-cable-connectors.php





