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2014 Simulated Emergency Test and Other News

The 2014 Simulated Emer-
gency Test began at 10 AM
on October 18th with a jolt
of realism where the normal
Indian River Amateur Radio
Club repeater services were
knocked out as part of the ex-
ercise. IRARC’s Emergency Co-
ordinator, Stan Harrell, KJANUV
ran the Brevard exercise from
the backup EOC at Ray Kassis’
N4LEM station in Cocoa.

From the exercise beginning
the “fog of war” ensued when
local operators attempted to
contact the backup EOC on
simplex using the usual IRARC
147.42 MHz frequency. For an
actual emergency, it is recom-
mended to use the repeater
output frequency as the sim-
plex channel if the normal
145.37 MHz repeater for central
Brevard should fail.

After a rough start, traffic
was flowing between simulat-
ed shelters running on emer-
gency power to the backup
EOC. The N4LEM station was

the central hub of communica-
tions between south Brevard,
central Brevard and North Bre-
vard centers relaying traffic to
the Red Cross and Brevard EOC
in Rockledge.

The use of simplex frequen-
cies for the shelters resulted in
numerous requests for relays
when the backup EOC could
not copy some shelters due to
a combination of low power
and antenna elevations. Op-
erator “relay assists” in these
exercises were realistic in dem-
onstrating what will occurin a
real world scenario.

The exercise was a success
with numerous lessons-learned
written up for station improve-
ments at the backup EOC and
initial contact protocols in case
of a major repeater outage
forcing changes to simplex
operation.

At the November IRARC
meeting, the membership
will vote on the purchase of a

Yaesu DR-1X Fusion repeater
for $500 - special price from
Yaesu to radio clubs. The nor-
mal price is $1700.

In other IRARC news, the
Red Cross has approved the
tower installation project with
Dave Norton, Al4FY donating
his tower to the effort. A work
party is planned to be held on
November 8th beginning at
0900 at Dave’s QTH in Cocoa
to remove antennas, lower the
tower and transport the hard-
ware back to Rockledge. We
need volunteers to assist in the
effort. Please contact Del An-
derson, AK4EY to volunteerin
this effort. “Many hands make
for light work.”

Finally with the Pier Restau-
rant closed for remodeling, the
IRARC Christmas party will be
held at the Merritt Island Red
Lobster on December 4th. We
plan meet at 6:30 PM and will
order from the menu.

Meet Us On the Following...

On Wednesday at 7:15 PM local, the Central Brevard
County ARES net meets on IRARC’s 145.370 MHz re-
peater (tone 156.7 Hz). After the net, informal ops/
rag chew happens on 147.42 MHz simplex. Sunday
Half Time Net meets at 3 PM on the 37 repeater - you
don't have to be a football fan to join. On the web
point your browser to: http://irarc.ham-radio-op.net.

IRARC's Spurious Emissions is published monthly
Comments and articles are welcomed, contact

Stan Harrell (left), KJANUV and Dave Slawson, K4UZM at
battle stations (NALEM backup EOC) for the 2014 SET

Dave Lerret, KUOR, payloadone@earthlink.net
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Largest Kp Index: Largest daily planetary K index (Kp) expected for the 2014 Nov26 125 5 2
day indicated. The Kp index is an estimated 3-hourly planetary geomag- 2014 Nov 27 105 5 2
netic index of activity derived in real time from a network of western 2014 Nov28 105 5 2
TVZT;s:l::::?&r;t:::t;z:'sl::iylz?sng;::;.eters. Kp indices range from 0 2014Nov29 100 5 2

IRARC Financial Report for Oct 2014
Checking: $4523, Equipment Fund: $1161.

IRARC Christmas Party - Dec 4th at 6:30 PM
Red Lobster Restaurant in Merritt Island

NTS Training Net Fridays at 7:15 PM on 145.37
MHZz repeater - learn how to pass traffic.

Join the Space Coast QRP Group. They meet
at a Brevard local park or other listed location -
every 3rd Saturday 9 AM website at http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/Space_Coast_QRP_Group/

Are you RadioActive? Check the IRARC web-
site calendar at http://irarc.ham-radio-op.net/ for
upcoming events, photos and links to other local
clubs.

Greg O’Neill (left), AB4GO and Jeff Beals, WA4AW, ARRL
Section Manager for Southern Florida manning the
Quarter Century Wireless Association table during the
Melbourne Hamfest on October 10th



The October meeting of the Indian
River Amateur Radio Club was called
to order at 7:30 PM by President,
Steve Luchuk, N4UTQ.

There were 28 Attendees which in-
cludes 1 visitor and 0 new members

The meeting opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of last
meeting published in the News Let-
ter. Membership voted to approve.

Treasurer’s Report: John Webb gave
his report stating the club had
$4517.93 in checking, $1160.53 in the
equipment fund and $172 from the
radio raffle. Del Anderson is selling
raffle tickets on a hand held radio to
raise money for the Education Fund.
Membership voted to approve.

Vice President’s Report: Del Anderson
introduced Dave Lerret who briefed
the group on the March 14, 2015 MS
Walk to be held at Viera. About 10
radio operators are needed to walk
with the MS supporters. Volunteers
are encouraged to contact Dave.

Del discussed the antenna and tower
components (Beam Antenna, steel
tower, baluns, old cable) in back yard
of Red Cross facility that belong to
the club. Members that are inter-
ested should make a financial offer to
the club for these items. These items
are offered “as is.”

Red Cross tower project is moving
slow. Red Cross reorganization is
overshadowing project.

Del identified that early planning
for 2015 ARRL Field Day has begun.
He also discussed upcoming special
event stations. Firstis a Halloween
event (for fun) on Halloween week-
end (contact K4UZM for more info)
and then a Veterans Day special

event station (Contact NAUTQ) on
Nov 11th at the Veterans Memorial
Museum on Merritt Island.

Discussed the program schedule

for the remainder of the year and
encouraged Radio Club members

to share their desires for programs
for 2015. Program slots from July
through November of 2015 are open
at this time.

Tech Committee: Bob Kisko reported
that the “37" machineis in good
working order, the “440” SAR net re-
peater is in good working order and
the “88”is in work. Further trouble-
shooting has indicated that the
Receive Channel “stop band” filters
on the Duplexer were going to be re-
tuned. Retuningisin process.

Emergency Coordinator’s Report:
Stan Harrell reported that the HAMs
in the county had successfully got
the County Commission to re-instate
all of the 2003 Antenna Tower provi-
sions that had been removed or
modifies in the 2014 update. Sec-
ondly, a SET (Simulated Emergency
Test) has been scheduled for Oct 18,
2014 from 10AM to 12 Noon. This
year’s test will simulate a terrorist
attack that has wiped out the county
electrical grid and test the county’s
response to that emergency. Stan
needs radio operators for 6 shelters
with an additional 4 back-up opera-
tors. All operations will be simplex
and on backup power! Volunteers
can operate from home or from the
designated shelter locations. Contact
Stan for more information. A class re-
garding operations will be held a Ray
Kassus' Radio Station after the SET.

Training/Education: Dave discussed a
handheld radio raffle to raise money
to pay for supplies needed. Heis
currently running a training class

where the trainees take a 10 hour
computer class supplemented by
a Hands-On training supported by
Club“Elmers”.

Red Cross Liaison Report: Greg O'Neill
identified that the Red Cross was in
the midst of its reorganization and

he would discuss its ramifications
once the Red Cross makes a formal
announcements.

Other: Steve Luchuk discussed a
new Morris Code practice session to
be conducted on 10 meters (28.180
Mhz) on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
7:30 PM.The “37" repeater will used
for voice coordination of the practice
activities during these times.

Old Business: None
New Business: NONE

Program: Kevin Raulings (KK4DNI)
conducted a presentation and
demonstration of the use of WIFI
equipment in the setup of a wireless
network and how such a network
could be used for remote operations
of HAM gear. Kevin was applauded
by the club members for a well done
program. Thanks, Kevin!

Meeting Adjourned at approximately
8:45 PM.

Next IRARC meeting
6:30 PMon Dec 4th
Christmas Party at
the Merritt Island
Red Lobster
Restaurant







