
hurricane Florence in the 

Carolinas. 

New Business: None 

Following the business 

meeting we viewed a 

presentation on the pro-

gress of SpaceX activities 

which was concluded with 

a video of their Falcon 9 

launching and landing. 

The 50-50 winning ticket 

was found to be in the 

hands of Celina KN4MHO. 

A motion to adjourn oc-

curred at 8:24 PM and 

was moved and ap-

proved. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Steve N4UTQ 

Secretary 

 

 

President Dave KU0R was 

out of town so Vice Presi-

dent Viron N4VEP led the 

meeting. The meeting be-

gan at 7:30 PM with the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Fol-

lowing the Pledge, visitor 

Linda and new member, 

August N6TYE were recog-

nized.  

The September meeting 

minutes were published 

in the newsletter and a 

motion was heard to ap-

prove the September 

meeting minutes. A sec-

ond was heard and the 

meeting minutes were 

approved by acclama-

tion.  

The Treasurer's report 

showed $1735.82 in 

checking and $1777.69 

in the Equipment Fund. A 

motion to approve the 

Treasurer’s report was 

heard; a second was 

heard and the treasurer's 

report was approved by 

acclamation. 

Following the Treasurer's 

report, Viron asked about 

the go-kits.. At this time it 

appears that we only 

have two ready to go.  

Les W9BCH, our Emer-

gency Coordinator, re-

ported that we are not 

tracking any serious 

weather threats and that 

operations at this time 

are conducting normal 

procedure. 

Steve N4UTQ reported for 

the Red Cross and they 

still have not made keys 

for us to access the south 

building where our club 

radio shack is located. 

Most of the paid staff are 

supporting recovery form 

C L U B  M I N U T E S  

               H A P P E N I N G S  

There were a number of tele-

graph alternatives to the dots 

and dashes of Morse code at 

the beginning of the communica-

tions age. This IEEE Spec-

trum article describes differing 

signaling schemes, codes, and 

equipment, developed in the 

1830s and 1840s including one 

where letters could be read out 

right from a dial. 

 

Club Log’s DXCC Most 

Wanted entities list has been 

updated as of August 28. The 

list includes 340 entities, and 

the Democratic People’s Repub-

lic of Korea (DPRK), or North 

Korea, is the #1 most-wanted 

DXCC entity, as it has been for 

quite a few years. 

The other top ten most-wanted 

entities, listed in descending 

order, are: 3Y/B Bouvet Island; 

FT5/W Crozet Island; BS7H 

Scarborough Reef; CE0X San 

Felix Islands; BV9P Pratas Is-

land; KH7K Kure Island; KH3 

Johnston Island; VK0M Mac-

quarie Island, and FT5/X 

Kerguelen Island. 

 

 

“Antennas and Wind” is the 

topic of the August 30 episode 

of the “ARRL The Doctor is In” 

podcast, and “Tools for the 
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Amateur Station” is the topic of 

the September 13 episode 

 

The VP6D Ducie Island DXpedi-

tion is set to get under way Octo-

ber 20 and continue until Novem-

ber 3. Ducie Island is number 19 

in the Club Log most wanted loca-

tions. 

https://spectrum.ieee.org/telecom/standards/morse-codes-vanquished-competitor-the-dial-telegraph
https://spectrum.ieee.org/telecom/standards/morse-codes-vanquished-competitor-the-dial-telegraph
https://clublog.org/mostwanted.php
https://clublog.org/mostwanted.php
http://www.arrl.org/doctor


 Joe, W1JT, has announced the 

release of WSJT-X 2.0 rc1. This 

is a new major version number 

for the WSJT-X program, with 

many new FT8 and MSK144 

features of particular interest 

(and impact) to contesters. 

While a previous ARRL website 

article covered the prospective 

changes, Joe has published a 

more recent point-by-point sum-

mary of the features on his web-

site. 

 

Interesting summary of best 

propagation, by bands, from 

Frank, W3LPL, as part of his 

presentation "How to Adapt your 

DX Contest Strategies for Low 

Solar Activity" at the 2018 Con-

test University. 

 

 

Scouting organizations are 

still registering to participate in 

the 2018 Jamboree on the Air 

(JOTA) over the October 19 – 21 

weekend.   Recommended JOTA 

frequencies  and other informa-

tion are listed on the K2BSA 

website.  

 

An excellent historical review of 

the superheterodyne  receiver is 

found in the following web site: 

www.electronics-notes.com/

articles/history/radio-receivers/

superheterodyne-radio-

receiver.php 

 

What is hoped will be the first 

annual “Get Your Park ON” oper-

ating event will take place Octo-

ber 14 – 20, in celebration of 

Earth Science Week. The event is 

open to Amateur Radio operators 

around the world and is spon-

sored by the national affiliates of 

World Wide Flora and Fauna 

(WWFF), which encourages radio 

amateurs to operate outdoors in 

protected nature parks. 

During this on-the-air celebration, 

hams can participate in one of 

two ways. North American hams 

can opt to be Activators, setting 

up and operating in geological 

and nature centers such as na-

tional and state parks and for-

ests, national monuments, and 

protected nature habitats. They 

also may decide to be Hunters, 

operating from home and search-

ing out and making contact with 

the Activators. 

“Get Your Park ON” gets under 

way at 0000 UTC on October 14 

and continues through 2359 UTC 

H A P P E N I N G S  

O N  T H E  A I R  

pressed into ser-

vice. www.k3smd.net 

 

USS Midway Museum Ship Spe-

cial Event: Establishment of the 

United States Navy on 13 OCT 

1775 

Oct 13, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, 

San Diego, CA. USS Midway (CV-

41) Museum Ship. 14.320 

7.250 14.070; D-STAR on 

REF001C. QSL. USS Midway (CV-

41) COMEDTRA, 901 N Harbor 

Drive, San Diego, CA 92101. 

 

Commemorating 79th. Anniver-

sary of the United States Coast 

Guard Auxiliary 

Oct 19-Oct 21, 1402Z-1402Z, 

W8E, Loveland, OH. United 

States Coast Guard Auxiliary 

District 8ER. 21.336 7.234. QSL. 

David Stroup, 6138 Misty Creek 

Dr., Loveland, OH 

45140. cgaux8@yahoo.com 

 

Surrender Day Special Event 

Oct 20, 1400Z-2030Z, K4RC, 

Yorktown, VA. Williamsburg Area 

Amateur Radio Club. 14.265 

7.265. QSL. K4RC, P.O. Box 

1470, Williamsburg, VA 23187. 

237th Anniversary of the British 

surrender at the Battle of York-

town, ending the American Revo-

lution k4rc.net 

 

Shootout at the OK Corral 

Oct 27, 1700Z-2300Z, K7T, 

Tombstone, AZ. Oro Valley Ama-

teur Radio Club. CW: 7.040, 

14.040 PSK: 7.070, 14.070 FT-8: 

7.074, 14.074 SSB: 7.200, 

14.250. Certificate. Email, to, 

qsl@tucsonhamradio.org. Email 

requests only. No paper QSLs, 

please. www.tucsonhamradio.org 

 

 

 2nd Annual 25 Lighthouses in 

the SouthWestern Desert 

Nov 1-Nov 11, 0000Z-2359Z, 

N7A-N7Z, Lake Havasu City, AZ. 

London Bridge Amateur Radio 

Association. 18.145 14.255 

10.115 7.195. Certificate. Garry 

Fisher, K9WZB, 1850 Rainbow 

Ave. S., Lake Havasu City, AZ 

86403. 2nd Annual 25 Light-

5W0GC Apia Samoa 

 Stan, LZ1GC will be active as 

5W0GC, from Apia, Samoa, 28 

September - 14 October 2018. 

He will operate on 160 - 6m CW, 

SSB, RTTY, with focus on 160 

and 80m, from 5W1SA QTH. 

QSL via home call, ClubLog 

OQRS. 

FH/DJ7RJ Mt 

Willi, DJ7RJ will be active as FH/

DJ7RJ from Mayotte, IOTA AF - 

027, October 2018. 

He will operate on 160 - 10m. 

Recent DX Spots FH/DJ7RJ 

QSL via home call. 

 Mallows Bay Ghost Fleet 

Oct 13, 1400Z-2000Z, K3SMD, 

La Plata, MD. Charles County 

Amateur Radio Club. 14.240 

7.270. QSL. Bob Curran, 120 

Sherman Road, Waldorf, MD 

20602. Mallows Bay is the ship 

graveyard of over 200 ships 

scuttled and burned. Nearly 90 

were steamships constructed for 

use in WWI but were never 
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on October 20. Visit the “Get 

Your Park ON” Facebook page 

for more. 

 

The ARRL Foundation is now 

accepting scholar-

ship applications from eligible 

radio amateurs planning to pur-

sue post-secondary education in 

the 2019-2020 academic year. 

Completed applications must be 

received by January 31, 2019.  

 

“Black Swan 18” Exercise to 

Test US Government/Amateur 

Radio Interoperability on 60 

Meters October 4 – 10  

More info: http://www.arrl.org/

news/black-swan-18-exercise-to-

test-us-government-amateur-

radio-interoperability-on-60-

meters 

house Special Event in the De-

sert. Each lighthouse is a working 

replica of the original lighthouses 

along the west and east coast 

and the Great Lakes. A special 

Full color certificate for working 1 

or all 25 Lighthouses. Special 

Endorsement for working all 25. 

More information on QRZ.com 

N7A-N7Z or lbara.org 

 

N5VET for Veterans Day 2018 

Nov 4-Nov 15, 0000Z-0000Z, 

N5VET, Cleburne, TX. Club 

KC5NX. 18.135 14.247 14.225 

14.045. QSL. Club KC5NX, 9200 

Summit Court West, Cleburne, TX 

76033. Club KC5NX will be oper-

ating as N5VET this year again to 

thank all our Veterans for their 

service.... Thank you for your 

time, labor and dedication to 

make this world, this America a 

better, safer place to live. 

kc5nx.radio.club@gmail.com 

or www.qrz.com/db/KC5NX 

 

https://sourceforge.net/p/wsjt/mailman/wsjt-devel/thread/caf6c18b-2ac5-9ad2-95e4-4ac4007c730f%40princeton.edu/
https://sourceforge.net/p/wsjt/mailman/wsjt-devel/thread/caf6c18b-2ac5-9ad2-95e4-4ac4007c730f%40princeton.edu/
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/New_Features_WSJT-X_2.0.txt
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/New_Features_WSJT-X_2.0.txt
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/New_Features_WSJT-X_2.0.txt
https://www.contestuniversity.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/10.-W3LPL-How-to-Adapt-Your-DX-Contest-Strategies-for-Very-Low-Solar-Activity-2018.pdf
https://www.contestuniversity.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/10.-W3LPL-How-to-Adapt-Your-DX-Contest-Strategies-for-Very-Low-Solar-Activity-2018.pdf
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mailto:
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http://www.tucsonhamradio.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/get.your.park.on/
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http://www.arrl.org/news/black-swan-18-exercise-to-test-us-government-amateur-radio-interoperability-on-60-meters
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The most popular mode of ama-

teur radio operations in the USA is 

VHF FM, due primarily to the fact 

that over 50% of all licensed hams 

in the US are Technician Class 

whose primary privileges are in 

phone above 30 MHz. Also, the 

primary mode of communications 

in VHF FM is through repeaters. 

Thus, repeaters determine the 

main types of antennas used for 

FM VHF activity. 

 

The main function of repeaters is 

to permit connections to the larg-

est number of operators. To 

achieve this end, repeaters require 

omnidirectional antennas, both in 

receiving and transmitting, and the 

most practical omnidirectional 

antenna is the vertical antenna. 

Repeaters are also intended for 

mobile communications, and ra-

dios that operate through repeat-

ers perform best by maintaining 

the polarization of the repeater 

antenna. The most common mo-

bile radios are handie-talkies. For 

these radios, the favored antenna 

is the ground plane vertical which 

in these radios uses the radio 

chassis as the ground plane, in-

stead of radials. This fact, of 

course, makes these antennas 

very inefficient, but for the line of 

sight and short distance opera-

tions of repeater work, not much 

emitted power is required. One 

other benefit of the vertical an-

tenna for the handie-talkies is their 

simple, unobtrusive size.  

 

Besides their trusty handheld ra-

dios, most hams also have a base 

station in their homes with radios 

capable of VHF FM transmission. 

As a rule these radios are more 

powerful than handie-talkies and 

their antennas can be bigger. Verti-

cal polarization is still preferred, 

but bigger, higher gain antennas 

can be used in this setting, since 

most are fixed antennas with am-

ple space in their setup.. Of these, 

the most common is the ¼ wave 

ground plane vertical using radials 

to increase its efficiency. Other 

common verticals for this pur-

pose are the 5/8 wave vertical 

and the ever-popular J-pole, 

both of which dispense with the 

need for those pesky radials. 

Yagis vertically oriented, provid-

ing increased gain,  also play a 

significant role for this purpose, 

but are not as common as the 

verticals. 

Recently, some new antenna 

designs for VHF work appeared 

in QST. The quadrifilar antenna, 

which originally saw its primary 

use in satellite transmissions 

as a circularly polarized an-

tenna, can be used for repeater 

contacts. These small anten-

nas, with significant gain and 

no radials, offer an interesting 

option to the more popular 

vertical antennas. 1 (Figure 1)

Another interesting one is a slot 

antenna that consists of 

spaced metal plates arranged 

horizontally but providing verti-

cal polarization. This antenna 

design is very unobtrusive and 

can function as a stealth an-

tenna, since it has no radials, 

has a very low profile, and 

doesn’t look like the stereotypi-

cal antenna. 2 (Figure 2) 
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Figure 1. A quadrifilar antenna. 

Figure 2. A slot antenna. 

OCTOBER CONTESTS 
 

Oceania DX Contest, Phone, 

Oct 6, 0800z to Oct 7, 0800z; 

Phone 

California QSO Party, Oct 6, 

1600z to Oct 7, 2200z; CW, 

Phone 

RSGB DX Contest, Oct 7, 0500z 

to Oct 7, 2300z; CW, SSB 

RSGB 80m Autumn Series, CW, 

Oct 8, 1900z to Oct 8, 2030z; 

CW 

Nevada QSO Party, Oct 13, 

0300z to Oct 14, 2100z; CW, 

SSB, Digital . 

Oceania DX Contest, CW, Oct 

13, 0800z to Oct 14, 0800z; 

CW 

Arizona QSO Party, Oct 13, 

1600z to Oct 14, 0600z, Oct 

14, 1400 (local) to Oct 15, 

0000 (local); CW, Phone, Digi-

tal 

Pennsylvania QSO Party, Oct 

13, 1600z to Oct 14, 0500z, 

Oct 14, 1300z to Oct 14, 

2200z; CW, Phone, PSK, RTTY 

South Dakota QSO Party, Oct 

13, 1800z to Oct 14, 1800z; 

CW, Phone, Digital 

ARRL School Club Roundup, 

Oct 15, 1300z to Oct 19, 

2359z; CW, Phone, RTTY/

Digital 
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W1AW CW PRACTICE  TRANSMIS-

SIONS 

7 PM EST Slow CW :  5-15 WPM            

Mon, Wed, Fri  

7 PM EST   Fast CW: 35-10 WPM          

Tue, Thu 

FREQUENCIES:                      

1.8025, 3.5815, 7.0475, 

14.0475, 18.0975, 21.0675,  

28.0675, 50.350, 147.555. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Send comments about the News-

letter or to contribute information 

or articles  to the Editor’s email 

address: 

olardelga@aol.com. 
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